
 

 

History Y1 
 

Autumn Term Theme: Cottages and Castles  Spring Term Theme:  Paws, Claws and Whiskers  Summer Term Theme: The Enchanted Woodland  

Revision/Prior learning: 
Revise famous people, acknowledging why we remember 
them as famous and how they have impacted on today’s 
society: Robert Stevenson and Guy Fawkes. 
Objectives 
 

• changes within living memory and beyond living 
memory 

• the lives of significant individuals from the past 
who have contributed to national or international 
achievements. 

Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 
 
 

Revision/Prior learning: 
Reinforce understanding of comparing famous people over 
a period of time, reflecting on these skills. 
Objectives 
 

• the lives of significant individuals from the past 
who have contributed to national or international 
achievements. 

Key knowledge/Skills 
 

• Learn about changes within and beyond living 
memory, Victorian to 21st Century. 

• Explore how toys, homes and household objects 
have changed over a period of time – showing on a 
chronological timeline. 

• Comparison of famous people: Elizabeth I and 
Queen Victoria.  

• Understand ways that we find out about the past 
and identify different ways in which it is 
represented, e.g. through photographs/ 
books/internet/artefacts.  

• Ask and answer questions about how things have 
changed over time. 

Key knowledge/Skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key knowledge/Skills 
 

• Comparison of famous people: Neil Armstrong 
and Christopher Columbus.  

• Understand ways that we find out about the past 
and identify different ways in which it is 
represented, e.g. through photographs/ 
books/internet/artefacts.  

• Ask and answer questions about how people and 
events have contributed to history 

 
 

Key vocabulary 
Now, yesterday, last week, when I was younger, a 
long/very long time ago, before I was born, when my 
parents were young, recall, past, present, compare, 
describe, similar, different, order, events, objects, 
timeline.  

Key vocabulary 
 
 

Key vocabulary 
Now, overtime, throughout the years, timeline, before, 
after, achievements, successes, influences  
 



 

 

History Y2 
 

Autumn Term Theme: Light up London Spring Term Theme: What’s your superpower? Summer Term Theme: Let’s explore our wonderful world 
Revision/Prior learning: Revise how famous people/events 
have an impact on history.  
 
Objectives 
 

• events beyond living memory that are important 
nationally  

• the lives of significant people from the past 
 

Revision/Prior learning: Revise how famous people/events 
have an impact on history. 
 
Objectives 
 

• the lives of significant individuals from the past 
who have contributed to national or international 
achievements 

 

Revision/Prior learning: Revise how famous people/events 
have an impact on history. 
 
Objectives 
 

• significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality 

• events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally 

 
Key knowledge/Skills: 
 

• Great Fire of London – find out about how the 
fire started, what happened during the fire and 
the impact it had on London 

 
• Devise own timeline for the key events during the 

fire and subsequent impact on peoples’ lives up to 
the present day (e.g. how houses were built, fire 
brigade) 

 
• Study the lives of significant people from the 

past and – Samuel Pepys, Guy Fawkes 
 

• Identify different ways in which the past is 
represented – eg. Samuel Pepys’ diary 

• Ask questions about the past and use a wide 
range of information to answer questions. 

Key knowledge/Skills: 
 

• Investigate inventors/inventions from the past 
e.g. first flight (Wright brothers), Tim Berners-
Lee (www) & Grace Hopper (computer) 

 
• Use a range of information to find out about 

people from the past – e.g. books, pictures, 
stories, photographs, eye-witness accounts, 
internet, artefacts. 

 
• Describe and compare people, objects and events 

in history. 
 
 
 
 

Key knowledge/Skills: 
 

• Study the lives of significant people from the 
past -  

• William the Conqueror 1066 (links to the New 
Forest) 

 
• Describe and understand their achievements and 

how they have contributed to history 
 

• Make observations and comparisons to today and 
understand how and why things have changed  

 
• Find out about events in history from two 

contrasting world locations. 
 

Key vocabulary 
Past, present, then, now, event, eye-witness, Britain, 
timeline, order, Samuel Pepys, King Charles II, Thomas 
Farriner, Pudding Lane, Sir Christopher Wren, Guy 
Fawkes, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Monument,  
 

Key vocabulary 
Inventor, invent, invention, people, object, event, past, 
present, then, now,  
 

Key vocabulary 
William the Conqueror, New Forest, compare, describe, 
monarch, ruler, king, invasion,  
 
 
 



 

History Y3 
 

Autumn Term Theme: Ancient Antics Spring Term Theme:  Heroes and Villains Summer Term Theme: Scrumdiddlyumptious! 

Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 

• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and when the first civilizations 
appeared and an in-depth study of The Indus Valley and 
Ancient Egypt 

Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 

• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
(leisure and entertainment in the 20th Century) 

Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 

•  

Key knowledge/focus: 
The Achievements of the Earliest civilisations (Ancient Egyptians 
/Ancient Indus Valley) 
Know that timelines can be divided into BC/AD 
Know the beliefs of the afterlife 
Know the scientific achievements of the Indus Valley 
Know there are different sources of evidence 
Know that ancient civilisations share some common achievements 
 
Skills: 

• Compare and contrast achievements of the Egyptians 
and the Indus Valley – looking at similarities and 
differences of social and cultural factors 

• Develop chronological secure knowledge of where the 
Egyptians and Indus Valley civilisation came in history  

• Establish a clear narrative of key events in order 
across these time periods (noting connections, 
contrasts and trends over time) 

• Understand that different versions of the past may 
exist giving some reasons for this 

• Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed 
from a range of sources 

• Construct informed responses about how the Egyptians 
and Indus valley people lived through use of a range of 
sources 
 

Key knowledge/focus:  
Study changes in social history in 20th Century (leisure and 
entertainment) 
Know what people in each decade did for leisure and 
entertainment 
Know key influential figures (The Beatles, Vera Lynn, Billy Butlin) 
 
Skills: 

• Compare the similarities and differences in the social 
and cultural aspects of the leisure and entertainment 
industry in Britain across the 20th Century 

• Construct informed responses about how leisure and 
entertainment has changed through use of a range of 
sources 

• Establish a clear narrative of key events in leisure and 
entertainment in order across the 20th Century 

• Identify historically-significant people across the 20th 
Century and how this has influenced leisure and 
entertainment 

• Make links between main events, situations and changes 
across the leisure and entertainment industry in the 
20th Century. 
 

Key knowledge: 
 
 
 
Skills: 
 

Key vocabulary 
• Develop the appropriate use of historical terms for this 

period, such as: Mummification, Pyramid, River Nile, 
Civilisation, Biomes, Valley of the dead, tomb, sphinx, 
bronze age, pharaoh, hieroglyphics, papyrus, 
archaeologist, settlement, artefacts. 

Key vocabulary 
• Develop the appropriate use of historical terms for this 

period, such as: 
Leisure, entertainment, Roaring 20s, Swinging 60s, 
Radio, cassette, cinema, 

Key vocabulary 
 



 

History Y4 
Autumn Term Theme: I’m in a Rainforest; Get me out of here! Spring Term Theme: From Stone to Iron Summer Term Theme: Rockin’ Romans 

Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 

•  

Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age Examples 
(non-statutory)  
To include:  

• late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, for 
example, Skara Brae  

• Bronze Age religion, technology and travel, for example, 
Stonehenge  

• Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, art and 
culture 

Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 
The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 
To include:  

• Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC 
the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its army 
successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, including Hadrian’s 
Wall 

• British resistance, for example, Boudicca 
• Impact and legacy of Romanisation on Britain 

Key knowledge/focus: 
 
Skills: 

•  

Key knowledge/focus: 
Know how settlements developed from ‘Hunter Gatherers’ to 
established farming communities. 
Know about communal living (Skara Bray) and how this developed 
from cave dwelling 
Know how tools developed 
Know the history of Corfe Castle 
1066 & Anglo-Saxons 
 
Skills: 

• Develop chronological secure knowledge of where the 
Stone, Bronze and Iron age civilisations came in British 
history  

• Establish a clear narrative of key events in order 
across these time periods (noting connections, 
contrasts and trends over time) 

• Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed and construct informed responses through 
a range of sources 

• Make links between main events, situations and changes 
within and across these time periods and give reasons 
for these 

Key knowledge/focus: 
Know that Boudicca was a significant female leader 
Know how the Romans impacted on Britain (roads, water systems, 
mosaic, heating) 
Know why the Roman army was so successful. 
 
 
Skills: 

• Understand that a Celt version of Boudicca will vary 
from a Roman viewpoint, giving reasons for this 

• Establish a clear narrative of key invasions in order 
across the Roman expansion of its empire time periods 

• Identify historically significant events in the Roman 
times and evaluate the legacy of them on Britain today 

• Address historically valid questions about change, 
cause, similarity and difference and significance. 

Key vocabulary 
 
 

Key vocabulary 
• Develop the appropriate use of historical terms for this 

period, such as: Stone Age,Iron Age, Bronze Age, 
Neolithic, Skara Bray, Hill Fort 
Roundhouse, Stonehenge, Agriculture, wattle and 
daub,tribe 

Key vocabulary 
• Develop the appropriate use of historical terms for this 

period, such as: Legions, palaces, baths, Boudicca, 
centurion, Caesar, 
Mosaic, government, Empire, Romulus and Remus, 

 



 

History Y5 
 

Autumn Term Theme: Raiders and Invaders Spring Term Theme:  May the Force be with you? Summer Term Theme: Journeys 

Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 
The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England 
to the time of Edward the Confessor. 
 
To include:  

• Viking raids and invasion  
• further Viking invasions and Danegeld 
• Anglo-Saxon laws and justice 

Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 
A study of a theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 
 
To include: 

• changes in an aspect of social history (crime and 
punishment from the Anglo-Saxons to the present) 
 

Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 
A study of an aspect in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 
   
To include:  

• a significant turning point in British history (the first 
railways) 

Key knowledge/focus: 
 

• Know the reasons for Viking raids and invasions 
• Know where the Vikings settled 
• Know about the Vikings belief in Valhalla 
• Know why the Anglo Saxons settled where they did 
• Know about key places they invaded. 
• Map routes and suggest reasons for why specific places 

were invaded and how they travelled there 
 
Skills: 

• Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed and construct informed responses through 
a range of sources 

• Understand that different versions of the past exist, 
giving reasons for this (peaceful settlers vs violent 
aggressors) 

• Compare the similarities and differences between the 
Anglo Saxons and Viking invasions on Britain  
 

Key knowledge/focus: 
 

• Know about workhouses and deportation 
• Know key monarchs (e.g. Tudor) 
• Know the key forms of punishment through each era 

 
Skills: 

•  
• Chronological secure knowledge of who was in charge of 

the law in different historical periods 
• Establish clear narratives of the rules of law across 

periods studies 
• Describe and make links between main punishment and 

laws within and across different periods 
• Identify and give reasons for changes in law across 

different time periods 
 

Key knowledge/focus: 
 

• Know about the social impact of railways 
• Know about key voyages (The Titanic, The Beagle’) 
• Understand the impact of local railways 

 
Skills: 

• Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed and construct informed responses through 
a range of sources 

• Identify and give reasons for the introductions of the 
railways as a consequence of industrialisation 

• Identify historically significant event of the 
industrialisation and the railways 
 

Key vocabulary 
• Develop the appropriate use of historical terms for this 

period, such as: 
Valhalla, longboat, invasion, settlements, christianity, conquests, 
Danelaw, Norseman, plunder, saga, seafarer, chieftan, Bede 
 
 

Key vocabulary 
• Develop the appropriate use of historical terms for this 

period, such as: 
Stocks, workhouses, deportation, crucifixion, jury, democracy, 
court, offence, sentence, penal code  
 

Key vocabulary 
• Develop the appropriate use of historical terms for this 

period, such as: 
Titanic, iceberg, disaster, unsinkable, Galapagos Islands, 
Southampton, Ireland, SS Carpathia, White Star Line, Steerage, 
first class, second class, lifeboats, locomotive, charabang,  
 

 

  



 

History Y6 
 

Autumn Term Theme: Fields of Rememberance Spring Term Theme: Being the Best I Can Be   Summer Term Theme: Let’s Get Civilised 
Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 
A study of an aspect in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066  

• To include: a significant turning point in British 
history - World War 1 

Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 
 

 

Revision/Prior learning: 
 
Objectives 
Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements 
and their influence on the western world History 192  
To include: 

• a non-European society that provides contrasts 
with Greek history and Mayan civilization (c. AD 
900) 

Key knowledge/focus: 
• Know that countries formed alliances that led to 

the outbreak of war 
• Know that there were significant moments in 

WW1 e.g the ceasefire moment at Christmas 
 

Skills: 
• Recognise bias – understand that difference 

versions of the past may exist, giving some 
reasons for this 

• Cause and consequence – explain why people in 
the past acted as they did - why the Germans 
acted so aggressively and wanted to expand 
empire 

• Establish clear narrative within time period and 
understand  how these events led to the war 

• Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed and construct informed responses 
through a range of sources 

• Identify historically significant events and how 
they have impacted on society 

 

Key knowledge/focus: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key knowledge/focus: 
• Know about the introduction of democracy from 

the Greeks 
• Know about the mathematical and scientific 

legacies of the Mayans and Greeks 
 
Skills: 

• Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed and construct informed responses 
through a range of sources 

• Describe and make links between main events 
within and across the Greek and Mayan societies 

• Identify historically significant events and how 
they have impacted on society 

• Compare social, cultural, religious and ethnic 
diversity in Greek and Mayan societies 

Key vocabulary 
• Develop the appropriate use of historical terms 

for this period, such as: 
Bias, propaganda, alliances, treaties 

 

Key vocabulary 
• Develop the appropriate use of historical terms 

for this period, such as: 
 

Key vocabulary 
• Develop the appropriate use of historical terms 

for this period, such as: 
 



 


