
    

  

 
 

21st May 2020 

 
Dear parents and carers, 

 

As we move towards the half term holiday, we just want to thank you for your support during the last nine weeks of 

home learning. We know you have worked hard to support your children at home despite all the worries and concerns 

surrounding the public health crisis. We are grateful for all the positive messages we have received about our home 

learning procedures. Alongside the daily learning, all our staff members have contacted the children at least weekly 

during the school closure period and there has been much appreciation for this contact. This weekly contact will 

continue for the year groups not in school. 

 

We recognise, the daily home learning has, at times, been a challenge. Our teachers have worked hard to provide a 

much slimmer, more accessible set of learning tasks than the children would normally receive during face to face 

learning, without the availability of the resources we usually have in school. At the beginning, we realised, our normal 

amount of learning was just too much for the remote learning experience and we quickly adapted and responded to 

your needs. 

 

As you know, the decision to return to school was made by the government. It is our job, at school, to implement the 

government directive. Our school will be following the government guidance as far as reasonably possible to ensure 

the safety of everyone at school. 

 

Now as we prepare for the wider opening, we will be adapting our learning further still. As the year groups return to 

on site learning, the online learning will not be posted daily any longer. This is because the teachers and teaching 

assistants will be working all day with the pupils in school. They will not be able to provide the on site learning and 

spend time adapting and modifying alternative learning for those children who do not return. Therefore, the 

Reception class online learning will cease to be posted after half term, followed by the Year 1 from 3rd June 2020 and 

the school starters in nursery from 4th June.  Year 6 will cease from the date they return during the week commencing 

8th June. Online learning will continue to be active for Year 2, 3, 4 and 5 while all children in those year groups remain 

at home and Nursery will be able to access archived materials from the past ten weeks.  Seesaw will also continue to 

be open with archived resources open to access for those children who are not returning to school. 

 

However, the government have prepared for this reopening period and recognised that some of you may not wish to 

send your children back before the summer. The online Oak Academy was established for this purpose. It provides 

daily online learning matched to the National Curriculum and Early Years Foundation Stage for each individual year 

group. You can access the Oak Academy here: 

 

https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/schedule/#schedule  

 

Other online learning is also available to supplement the home learning. You can find it here: 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-

19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education  

 

Lots of ideas are available when you click on specific subjects. For example, if you need phonics ideas, you can find 

some Read Write Inc  lessons at: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ 

 

Another great website with daily learning is BBC Bitesize. Find it here: 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons 

 

Of course, our teachers have already been highlighting much of this online content, so many of you will be used to 

using it at home. 

 

For the children who will be in school, we will be providing lessons, linked to the curriculum but using the outdoor 

area as much as possible. This is to support social distancing and minimise the risk of contamination. We have 

established systems for individual resources and for sanitising any used equipment throughout the day. However, 

social distancing with our youngest learners will continue to be a challenge, as the government guidance recognises. 

We will adapt our learning to further improve the understanding and importance of social distancing.  

 

Some of you have already made the decision to keep your children at home for the remainder of the term. The 

government has confirmed that there will be no attendance penalties for families during this time. If, later in the term, 

you change your mind about attending school, you will need to email the office to let us know. We will need to know 

in advance so we can ensure our children are organised into groups of no more than fifteen. 

 

Our classrooms will look different to our children as they return to school. We will be posting a short video over half 

term for you to talk to your child about how the classrooms are now organised, saying goodbye at the main gate and 

eating lunch outside. Please take the time to prepare your child. 

 

If you need to contact us, email contact will remain the only form of communication. We monitor the emails in real 

time during office hours, so please use it as the primary way to get in touch. 

 

Lastly, we want to remind you to have a really good break next week. Stay safe, enjoy the weather and relax. There is 

still much to do as we adapt and change our practices. This situation is going to be with us for a while.  

 

Take care, 

Kind regards 

 

  
Mrs L Crossley  

Headteacher  
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