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Class News 
 
Nursery - have been busy making Mother’s Day surprises!  
YR  - have loved being back at school and have been reading non-stop, learning our number  

  doubles and enjoying welly walks! 
Y1  - have thoroughly enjoyed learning new moves as part of their Paws, Claws and Whiskers 

  topic dance 
Y2  - have really enjoyed experimenting with different natural materials to make their own paint as  

  part of Science week 
Y3  - have had a wonderful first week back at school! We have enjoyed celebrating British  

  Science Week, including making our own spectrographs 
Y4  - have designed some amazing new inventions for British Science Week 
Y5  - have LOVED being back in school! 
Y6                   - have enjoyed discussing and exploring their ideas as part of Science Week, particularly, their  

  investigation into how to make food taste better 
                    
Dear Parents, 
 
MUGA Update 
Building of the school MUGA is starting from next week. Both children and staff are very excited, should you 
wish to have a sneak preview take a look on Seesaw. It really is going to be an amazing facility when it is 
finished.  
 
Disruption will be kept to a minimum however there will be changes to the gates. Please see the changes, 
these will take effect from Monday morning. 
 
Changes to gates and times 
 

Gate Drop Off 8:40am Drop Off 8:50am Drop Off 9:00am 

Pedestrian Year 6 Reception Year 3 

1 Year 1 Year 4 Year 2 

2 Year 4 Reception Nursery 

3 Year 1 Year 5 Year 3 

4 NOT IN USE 

 

Gate Collection 
2:50pm 

Collection 
3:00pm 

Collection 
3:10pm 

Collection 
3:15pm 

Pedestrian Reception Year 3 Year 5 Year 6 

1 Year 1 Year 2 Year 4  

2 Reception Nursery Year 4  

3 Year 1 Year 3 Year 5  

4 NOT IN USE  

 
Swimming Pool 
Sam Stewart will be stepping down from the swimming pool therefore we will be looking to recruit a new 
team to ensure the children can access and utilise this fantastic facility. Without this support from parents the 
swimming pool may not be able to open to our children. Please see SISA flyer. 
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School Uniform and PE kits 
Blue polo shirts will be required for summer term uniform, starting after Easter. These can be purchased 
through the school office. Please email in your requests and once the office has received payments they will 
be sent home. 
 
PE Kits  
Monday - Reception & Y4 – Trainers and school uniform  
Tuesday - Sporty Tuesdays are to continue for all. Reception - Y6 – Full PE kit  
Wednesday - Year 5 & 6 – Full PE kit and shin pads 
Thursday - Year 1, 2 & 3 – Full PE kit 
Friday – KS1 / KS2 trainers rolling fortnightly. Your child will be made aware which Friday they 
require trainers by their teacher. 
 
Lateral Flow Tests for Families 
Don’t forget you can collect these from your local testing site between 1-7pm every day. 
 
Internet Safety 
With around two billions users, WhatsApp is the world’s most popular messaging service. Learn more about 
WhatsApp with the attached guide, where you’ll find tips on a number of potential risks such as stranger 
danger, live location sharing and disappearing messages. 
 
COVID-19 Testing 

Please remember if your child displays any of the coronavirus symptoms, no matter how small, they need to 

be taken for a COVID-19 test and self-isolate until they get a result. Some children may be asymptomatic or 

show little signs of being unwell however, it is even more important to be extra vigilant as there has been 

recent cases in school.  

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

 A high temperature 

 A new, continuous cough 

 A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste 
 
Other recognised symptoms in children are a headache, diarrhoea, mottled skin and even just a slight runny 
nose.   
 
Dates for the Diary: 
March 
15th – Rock Steady starts – you will have received an email direct from Rock Steady 
16th – Year 3 – BRS session available 8-9am 
19th – KS2 to wear trainers 
April 
2nd – 16th - Easter Holidays   
16th - Check for confirmation of your child’s Reception place 
19th - Beginning of Summer Term  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Mrs L Crossley 
Headteacher 
 
 

 
                                                                                                                                

                

 

            



WHATSAPP
At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they

feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

WhatsApp is the world’s most popular messaging service, with around two billion users exchanging texts, photos, videos and documents, 
and making voice and video calls. The app offers end-to-end encryption, meaning messages can only be read by the sender and the 

recipient(s). Not even WhatsApp can read them. Updates to its privacy policy in 2021 reportedly caused millions of users to leave the app. 
But the new policy was widely misinterpreted: it only related to WhatsApp’s business features, not to personal messages.

What Parents & Carers N�d to Know About

Ephemeral Me�aging‘Prize’ Scams 
WhatsApp users occasionally receive messages from 
unauthorised third parties or fraudsters pretending to 
offer prizes – encouraging recipients to click a link to win. 
A common scam involves a warning that someone’s 
WhatsApp subscription has run out: aiming to dupe them 
into disclosing payment details. Other scams include 
instructions to forward a message to earn a gift or reward.

By enabling the ‘disappearing messages’ option in a chat, 
users can send messages that will vanish from WhatsApp 
after seven days. Parents may want to take note of this new 
feature, which makes monitoring what children are talking 
about on the app problematic. Equally, if someone sends your 
child an inappropriate message, once it has disappeared 
there is no way to prove any wrongdoing.

Enabling Fake News ‘Only Admins’ and Cyberbu�ying 
WhatsApp has unfortunately been linked to 
accelerating the spread of dangerous rumours. In India, 
some outbreaks of mob violence were reported to have 
been sparked by false allegations shared on the app. 
WhatsApp itself took steps to prevent its users 
circulating hazardous theories and speculation in the 
early weeks of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Group chats and video calls are great for connecting with 
multiple people in WhatsApp, but there is always the 
potential for someone’s feelings to be hurt by an unkind 
comment or joke. The ‘only admins’ feature gives the 
admin(s) of a group control over who can send messages. 
They can, for example, block people from posting in a chat, 
which could make a child feel excluded and upset.

Co�ections with Strangers Live Location Sharing 
To start a WhatsApp chat, you need the mobile number of 
the person you want to message (they also need to have 
the app). WhatsApp can also access the address book on 
someone’s device and recognise which of their contacts 
use WhatsApp. If your child has given their mobile number 
to somebody they don’t know, that person could then use 
it to get in touch via WhatsApp.

The ‘live location’ feature lets users share their current 
whereabouts, allowing friends to see their movements. 
WhatsApp describes it as a “simple and secure way to let 
people know where you are.” Indeed, it is a useful method 
for a child to let loved ones know they are safe. But if your 
child is in a chat with people they don’t know, it means they 
will be exposing their location to them, too.

16+
in UK & EU;

12+ rest of
world.

Create a Safe Profile 
Even though someone would need your child’s phone number to add them as a contact, 
as an extra precaution it’s worth altering your young one’s profile settings to restrict who 
can see their photo and status. The options are ‘everyone’, ‘my contacts’ and ‘nobody.’ 
Choosing one of the latter two ensures their profile is protected.

Explain about Blocking
If your child receives spam or offensive messages, calls or files from a contact, they 
should block them. Communication from a blocked contact won’t show up on their 
device and stays undelivered. Blocking someone does not remove them from your 
child’s contact list – they would also need to be deleted from the device’s address 
book. The option to block someone is on their contact info screen.

Report Potential Scams
Advise your child not to engage with any message that looks suspicious or too good 
to be true. When your child receives a message from an unknown number for the 
first time, they will be given the option to report that number as spam. They can also 
report a contact or a group as spam by tapping on the contact or group name to 
open their profile and scrolling down to ‘report spam’.

Leave a Group
If your child is part of a group chat that makes them feel uncomfortable, or has 
been added to a group that they no longer want to be part of, show them how 
to use the group’s settings to leave. If someone exits a group, the admin can 
add them back in once; if they leave a second time, it is permanent. 

Use Location Features Sparingly
If your child needs to use ‘live location’ to show you or their friends where they are, 
advise them to share their location only for as long as they need to. WhatsApp gives 
‘live location’ options of 15 minutes, one hour or eight hours. However, your child can 
manually choose to stop sharing their position at any time.

Delete A�idental Me�ages
If your child has posted a message in the wrong chat or sent a message that they 
immediately regret, they can delete it. Tap and hold on the message, choose ‘delete’ and 
then ‘delete for everyone.’ WhatsApp allows seven minutes to delete a message after it’s 
sent – but it’s important to remember that recipients may have seen (and taken a 
screenshot of) a message before it was deleted.

Fact-Check Me�ages
You can now fact-check messages that have been forwarded at least five times in WhatsApp, by double-tapping the magnifying glass icon to the right of the message. From there, your 
child can launch a Google search and decide for themselves whether the message was accurate or not. It’s a good way to encourage young people to question things they see online.

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 10.03.2021

www.nationalonlinesafety.com                  @natonlinesafety                  /NationalOnlineSafety                  @nationalonlinesafety

M�t Our Expert
Parven Kaur is a social media expert and digital media consultant who is 
passionate about improving digital literacy for parents and children. She has 
extensive experience in the social media arena and is the founder of Kids N 
Clicks: a web resource that helps parents and children thrive in a digital world.

SOURCES: https://www.statista.com/statistics/260819/number-of-monthly-active-whatsapp-users/#:~:text=As%20of%20March%202020%2C%20WhatsApp,U.S.%20dollars%20in%20February%202014., https://www.statista.com/statistics/258749/most-popular-global-mobile-messenger-apps/, 
https://www.whatsapp.com/?lang=en, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_WhatsApp_lynchings, https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/whatsapp-update-latest-india-hoaxes-forward-messages-app-download-a8456011.html, https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-52441202

Advice for Parents & Carers


