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Creative Learning Journey (CLJ) 

Our Creative Learning Journey (CLJ) this term is 

entitled ‘Darwin’s Delights’ and will focus primarily on 

our science unit of Evolution. We will build on the 

children’s knowledge of last year’s CLJ topic ‘Journeys’ 

and look in greater depth at Charles Darwin’s journey 

upon the HMS Beagle to the Galapagos Islands and his 

work on adaptation and his theory of the Natural 

Selection.  

English 

Each day, we will start our English lessons with a 

grammar starter to revise and prepare the children for 

the SATs examinations in May.  I have included a 

website link which has an excellent glossary of the 

grammar terms which year 6 are expected to 

understand and use in their writing and which you can 

use to support revision with the children at home:  

Pearson’s Jargon Buster for Parents – https://

www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk 

Our writing will centre around our class texts of 

‘Rooftoppers’ and we will also enter the BBC’s 500 

word story competition.  

Maths 

In Maths we will continue with our Inspire scheme 

where the next key themes will be percentages, circles 

(radius, circumference, quadrants, area of a circle, 

semi-circles) and pie charts. 

We will also be extending our problem-solving skills by 

answering more challenging worded 

questions as well as developing 

systematic and logical approaches to 

problems. 

Rights Respecting—Article 29: 

Education must develop every child’s personality, 

talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the 

child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for 

their parents, their own and other cultures, and the 

environment.  

Reading 

Children who enjoy reading regularly thrive in their 

learning and therefore children are asked to read at 

least 5 times a week, which they should record in their 

planners.  Three of these sessions per week should be 

reading with an adult for at least 10 minutes.  Please 

also record this in their planners. 

We have a wide selection of reading books in school 

and I will be encouraging the children to select 

appropriate books for them and take these home to 

read. 

In Guided Reading, we will be spending some time on 

exam technique and modelling answers to the higher 

mark SATs questions. Please can I ask for your support 

in practising these skills at home and recording 

reading to an adult three times a week in their 

planners. Key questions are in the back of planners to 

support you at home  

Planners 

This is a communication link between school and 

home to ensure you, as parents, are informed of 

events throughout the year. Children are encouraged 

to use this to make a note of their activities after 

school, clubs, trips, WOW days, when homework is 

due and any other activities going on.  All reading at 

home should also be recorded in here. 

Welcome 

I can’t believe the Spring term is 

upon us already. I hope you have 

had a happy and relaxing 

Christmas break and the children are refreshed for a 

new term of learning. May I also take this as an 

opportunity to thank you for your generous Christmas 

gifts.   



P.E. 

P.E. sessions are on a Tuesday this 

term. 

Your child will be expected to wear 

blue shorts, a white St Ives logoed t-

shirt, blue socks , shin pads and 

trainers. During colder weather, the children can wear 

black tracksuit bottoms and the school hoody. Please 

could you ensure that everything is clearly labelled.  

Expressive Arts and Design 

In art the main focus is sculpture - looking at the human 

form. There will be opportunities to develop the 

children’s sketchbooks as well as making models. 

In Design we will be designing, making and evaluating 

felt hats. 

PSHE 

The PSHE themes this term will be ‘When things go 

wrong’ , looking at how young people stay safe and 

manage risk, as well as ‘Dealing with feelings’. 

Understanding the world 

In Geography we will be learning about longitude and 

latitude. We will also be learning about reef and tundra 

biomes, learning features of these and looking at the 

threats to these biomes due to human involvement. We will 

be exploring this mainly through looking at the Great 

Home Learning 

Each week homework will be set on a Wednesday and 

handed in on the following Tuesday and will usually 

comprise of two main tasks that should take approx. 60 

minutes.  These tasks could be:  

- Maths or English relating to our current learning 

- Spellings 

- CLJ task (short task or an extended piece of learning 

across a number of weeks) 

They will also need to read daily and use IXL/TT 

Rockstars to practise their maths. 

Your child is responsible for handing this work in and 

some will be marked in class so the children get 

immediate feedback. Year 6 children can attend a 

homework club on a Thursday. More details on this will 

It is going to be a busy term and I would reiterate the 

message from last term that if you have any concerns 

please don’t hesitate to contact me through the school 

office, through email or speak with me after school.  

Mrs Mackenzie      
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Computing 

In our computing lessons we will continue to develop 

our knowledge of online safety, helping to ensure that 

we stay safe online.  We will also be using different 

programmes for a purpose, such as Powerpoint to 

create presentations. 

Key Dates 

As you will be aware the children take statutory 

exams in May.

 

In the weeks leading up to this there will be key 

elements of revision to ensure the children are 

prepared for the exams which will test their 

knowledge from years 3-6. For your information 

there will be a parent’s evening on Thursday January 

30th at 5.00pm to explain what is involved. 

Monday  11th May 

English grammar, 

punctuation and 

spelling papers 1 and 

Tuesday 12th May English reading 

Wednesday 13th Mathematics papers 

Thursday 14th May Mathematics paper 


