
St Ives Primary School has been 
successful in being awarded a 
grant of £20,000 from East Dorset 
District Council for repairs to the 
school swimming pool. The grant 
application was submitted by East 
Dorset District Councillor Cllr 
Barry Goringe with the support of 
Cllr Ray Bryan and approved at 
Cabinet in September.

Contracts have now been awarded 
with work due to start in early 2019 
for a planned completion in May, 
ready for the summer.

Currently, during the summer 
term all children at St Ives School 
and two other schools in the ‘Holt 
Heath cluster’ use the outdoor 
heated pool which is 0.7m in the 
shallow end and 1.2m in the deep 
end. The pool can 
generally be used by 
community groups 
on weekdays after 
school from 3.30pm 
until dark and most 
weekends. 

The school’s PTA 
are now looking 
to introduce new 
swimming related 
opportunities and would welcome 
the views from the local community 
on which would be of most interest 
to them. 

Samara Stewart, PTA chairman 
said, “We would like to say a huge 
thank you to everyone who was 
involved in securing the grant for the 
swimming pool.

We have a fantastic opportunity 
for local people to make use of the 
pool during the summer months 
and would like to know what 
classes people would choose to 

attend such as 
swimming classes 
for children, 
aqua aerobics, 
swimming sessions 
for seniors, 
parent and baby/
toddler swimming 
sessions, lifeguard 
training. We would 
also like to hear 

from any organisations or swim 
schools which may be interested in 
hiring out the pool.”

The swimming pool relies on 
volunteers to open, lifeguard and 
run the pool outside of school 
hours. Therefore if anyone with the 
relevant skillset would be interested 
in supporting the upkeep of the pool 

please contact Samara Stewart on 
SISAinfo@stivespta.com

Note to Editor - The St Ives 
Primary School swimming pool is 
entirely run and funded by parents 
and the community. The parents and 
teachers association (PTA) has been 
raising funds for over a year towards 
replacing the 40 year old pool liner 
and updating the associated broken 
heating system. The amount needed 
to complete all repairs totalled 
£28,000 and in order to help fund 
this the PTA held Summer and 
Christmas Fairs and hosted a Black 
Tie Dinner Event all of which have 
made good contributions towards 
the target needed. 
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Date for your diarySt Ives Summer Fair 15 June 2019 Requests for external stalls please get in touch via SISAinfo@stivespta.com

Councillor Barry Goringe presenting the cheque to Samara Stewart of 
SISA (PTA) and Mrs Crossley, head teacher at St Ives Primary School
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